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March 26, 2003

Ref: 8EPR-SR

Mr. Ron Hawver
,629 Farm to Market Road
Libby, MT 59923

Dear Mr. Hawver:

You requested a letter from U.S. EPA (EPA) regarding the status of your property at 629
Farm to Market Road. EPA's contractors recently conducted an inspection of the property. The
purpose of the inspection was to identify potential sources of Libby asbestos, such as vermiculite
attic insulation, and to collect soil samples if necessary. Our inspection found only a small area
of vermiculite in the soils of the backyard, in an area that was apparently a former garden. We
collected soil samples in other areas of the yard, but have not yet analyzed them. No vermiculite
insulation was noted in the interior of the home.

Due to the presence of the visible vermiculite in the former garden area, the property has
been added to EPA's cleanup list. The extent of the outdoor cleanup will not be known unti l
EPA analyzes the soil samples, which will likely occur later this summer. Based on our ini t ia l
inspection, I expect the cleanup will likely be limited to the small garden area. Prior to outdoor
cleanup, we will also revisit the property to collect indoor dust samples. These samples are to
ensure that no significant asbestos was tracked in from outside or from other sources. If
unacceptable levels are found, we may have to perform some indoor cleaning as well. Again,
based on our initial inspection, I believe this is unlikely. I do not have a timetable for future
sampling or cleanup work at this property at this time, though it wi l l likely be a lower priority
based on the small amount of cleanup required.

Any cleanup performed by EPA will be at no cost to the owner, either current or future.
The details of any cleanup will be discussed and agreed upon with the owner prior to any work.
If you have any questions, please contact the EPA Information Center in Libby at 293-6194.

Sincerely,

Jim Christiansen
Remedial Project Manager
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